
Unattended Children Policy

A. The library is concerned about the welfare of its patrons. Of particular concern are problems 
resulting from unattended children and disruptive behavior in the library. Issues of safety, liability and 
responsibility motivate the library to address these potentially serious problems.
B. Children ages 4 and under must be attended by a parent or responsible adult at all times.
C. Children ages 5 through 7 must be brought to the library by a parent or responsible party who must 
remain in the library building with the child. Parents of school-aged children who are registered for 
children’s programming, may leave their children at the library, with permission of the librarian, during 
programs with the understanding that they are responsible for picking them up on time.
D. A responsible party for children ages 5 through 7 must be at least 11 years old.
E. If a child is left unattended:
a. A staff member will attempt to locate the child’s parent or supervising adult in the building. If the 
responsible adult cannot be found in the building, a staff member will stay with the child while the 
librarian attempts to locate the parent or guardian by phone or other means. In either case, when the 
responsible adult is located, the staff member will explain the library’s policy on unattended children.
b. If the supervising adult has not been located within an hour, or if the library is closing, the librarian 
will notify the police.
c. Only in the event of an emergency, will staff members take an unattended child out of the library.
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