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-3y Soup and Sound Lunch

Join us for a free-will lunch

on Nov 4th and stay to hear

presentation by guess
author and local Slater native Peggy
(Newman) Bang. Our lunches will
continue on the first Friday of each
month through May. Lunch is served
from 11:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m. with
entertainment to follow.

Battle of the Books

5th graders who wish to participate in
the Battle of the Books this year are
welcome to join us as we prepare for
this year’s battle. We
will meet during the
early-out program a
couple of times a
month starting on Sept
7th. If interested
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a center-based storytime
where the children have
time to explore and play in
addition to the opportunity
to hear stories, and do fun
music and learning activi-
ties. If you are worried
your child can’t “sit still”
for storytime then you
need to come and check it
out. We always have fun!

Free Programs

Early-Out Program - Every early-out
Wednesday from 1:30-3 p.m.

Storytime - Wednesdays at 10:30 a.m.
Coffee - Fridays, 10 a.m.

Book Club

For October the Book Club will be reading “The Hid-
ing Place” by Corrie Ten Boom. We will be taking a
day trip to Pella on Thursday, October 13 and discuss-
ing the book over lunch at the Monarchs Restaurant.
We will be taking a tour of the Scholte House and tak-
ing in other local
sights. Space is limited
so if you are interested
in joining us, please let
us know as soon as

possible.

Overview: Cotrie ten

Boom was a Dutch watchmaker who became a heroine
of the Resistance, a survivor of Hitlet's concentration
camps, and one of the most remarkable evangelists of
the twentieth century. In World War II she and her
family risked their lives to help
Jews and underground workers
escape from the Nazis, and for
their work they were tested in
the infamous Nazi death
camps. Only Corrie among her
family survived to tell the story
of how faith ultimately tri-

umphs over evil.

Here is the riveting account of
how Corrie and her family were able to save many of

God's chosen people. -Barnesandnoble.com
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FYIl's
Find out info by visiting our Website at
www.slateriowa.org or like us on

Facebook and receive immediate
notifications directly from the City Staff

—_ Reminder... Voting is Nov. 8th—polling
VOTE location is the Slater Log Cabin
@ (305 Benton St)

Then stop and get Chicken and Noodle dinner at
the United Methodist Church....

The Slater Park & Rec Board
has been awarded a Grant to
plant 33 trees in the parks
and along the trails within
the City of Slater.

Planting will occur on
Saturday—Oct 8th. Please
come join us, and bring your
family and
C friends, at
N 10am at
Nelson park if
you would
like to be a
part of
making Slater
even Greater.

Last chance to clean up your
trees before winter...

X
Public Works will be doing one

more chipping of tree limbs on

MONDAY & TUESDAY
OCTOBER
24TH & 25TH. ..

This time will NOT be curb
side chipping. Public works
asks that you drop your
branches off during the
hours of
4 PM — 7 PM
At the corner of Greene
Street and 15t Ave on that
Monday, Oct 24th &
Tuesday Oct 25th.

PLEASE
NO GRASS OR
LEAVES

If you have branches and other yard wasted to get rid of
between chipping days—please contact “Ames Yard and
Tree Waste” @ 515-450-0450 to arrange a time and date
with them for drop off. They are located at 26107 530th

Ave between Ames and Kelley.




U} Firemen’s Breakfast¢
e Saturday, October 15¢h
A BB 6am—10 am

Serving biscuits and gravy,
hash browns, eggs, and bacon

This is a good time to change the
batteries in your smoke detectors
And review your family

escape plan in case of a fire.

Oct 9th—15th
is Fire
Prevention
Week

Firemen will be “training” the elementary
students this week

with rides around town on the fire trucks,
complete with sirens!!

Beggar’s Night:
for Slater:
will be:=

Monday:
October 31st*
6pm-8pm:

Have a Safe and Happy Halloween

.
Remingep L
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Mark Your Calendars

Slater’s Christmas on Main
Is Sunday—December 4th



IF YOU READ NOTHING ELSE, PLEASE READ THIS...
SEWER PROJECT:

The City of Slater is working with it’s engineers on a significant change to the
City’s sanitary sewer system. In 2013 the EPA passed the Nutrient Reduction
Act. As aresult the lowa DNR has made changes to the permit requirements
for sanitary sewers across the state. Permits are renewed approximately every 5
to 10 years. Some of you may remember when the City installed the aerators in the lagoons in the early
2000’s. That upgrade was due to a change in the permit. The City funded that upgrade with a bond from
the lowa Finance Authority that is scheduled to be paid off in 2023. The DNR has issued the City of Slater
a new permit. Among other items, the new permit specifically addresses ammonia levels and the limits
that must be met to avoid penalty. There are a limited number of treatment processes that can remove the
ammonia to meet this new standard. The City’s only viable option is to build a wastewater treatment
facility. Several types of facilities would meet the limits, but a DNR regulation requires the City to choose
the facility that will produce the best result if the estimated cost of the project falls within 115% of the
lowest cost option. Under this stipulation, the City will be required to build a “SBR” mechanical treatment
plant at an estimated cost of $6.6 million.

The City Council and staff have had many meetings with our engineers and the DNR regarding this
project. We have asked many, many questions and proposed all sorts of options in the hopes of finding a
solution other than to build a plant of this extent and have been unable to find an alternative. In August the
City was presented with acceptable options and their associated costs. In order to have a plant designed,
bid, constructed and operational by the DNR deadline of September 1, 2019, we must start making plans
for this facility. Not meeting the deadline can result in fines starting at $10,000 per day. The plant will be
located in the same area as the current lagoon and will use 2 of the lagoon’s current cells as flow basins.

The city will apply for all available grants, but will plan for the worst case scenario until funds are award-
ed. Bonds for the new facility will likely start requiring some repayment in December of 2019. The City
Council has discussed paying off the existing bond early so that the City would not be making payments on
both at the same time. Bond payments will need to increase from approximately $96,000 per year (current)
to $205,000 per year to have the existing bond paid off by June of 2019. This is still less than the expected
annual payments for the new bonds. If the City receives no grants for the new project, the annual bond
payments will be approximately $407,000. The City of Sheldahl, being a significant user of our sanitary
system, will be responsible for a portion of this cost unless they construct their own sanitary system.

The City Council and staff has had significant discussions regarding utility rates. We understand the
importance of keeping the cost of living reasonable in Slater. We have not raised the City’s portion of
property taxes in 10 years and have applied for grants across a wide variety of projects. Those grants have
allowed us to do projects that otherwise would not have been funded. The City Council also refinanced the
City’s current General Obligation debt (not water or sewer related) several years ago to take advantage of
lower interest rates. Those bonds will now pay off 2 years earlier than originally scheduled. The City
currently plans to draw new bonds once those are paid off that will fund a major street resurfacing project.

As a first step the City Council will be holding readings in October and November to

increase the sewer rates starting December 1, 2016. The connection charge will be
7 \'i increased from $10.50 to $21.00; and the charge per 100 cubic feet will increase from
& ‘}f@ $3.83 to $4.50. This will help repay the existing sewer bond by the end of 2019.

This is a big project for the City of Slater and we understand that you may have
questions or concerns. We invite you to stop into City Hall, give us a call, send us an
email or attend a council meeting.

We are happy to answer your questions, listen to your concerns or hear your
suggestions on this issue or any other!



MAIN STREET:

Main Street!

Main Streets are so important to small towns and Slater’s has so much going on! Construction
finished up in front of Town and Country Market late this summer. The block now has brand
new 8 foot sidewalk, new curbs that are lower and more car friendly, new LED streetlights to
provide better lighting with less expense AND several handicapped access ramps. Parking
lines will be painted soon to finish off this block. Just like phase 1, which took place in front of
City Hall, this Main Street update was paid for primary through a grant from the Story County
Board of Supervisors. The grant for phase 3, which will be in front of the Senior Center, the
Animal Hospital and all the way west to Heartland Construction & Just Your Style Salon was
just approved by Story County as well! Construction for phase 3 will happen next spring.

What’s going on at the West end of Main Street?!?!

The new owners of the old “County Shed” are getting started on a much needed facelift for the
building located at 501 Main Street. You may remember that the County gave this property to
the City a few years ago. The City had used it for cold storage, but its size and location did not
make it very useful... and its condition was deteriorating. The property is zoned commercial
so the City decided to sell it to a commercial user who would rehabilitate the building. The
City Council, the Revitalization Incentive Fund Committee, and City Staff reviewed several
offers for the purchase of the building. The City’s goal was to sell the building to the business
that would provide the greatest overall benefit. Proposals were evaluated on what the business
would bring to Slater’s Main Street as well as the proposed building improvements (and an
increase in property taxes), employment opportunities, and amount offered. After much
consideration, the Revitalization Incentive Fund Committee recommended, and the City
Council agreed, that Craftsman Builder’s proposal met ALL of these criteria. The business,
“Craftsman Builders” will be specializing in furniture and cabinetry. Watch for the ribbon
cutting for this business and come see what they have to offer...

404/406 Main Street...

You will be seeing much needed activity on these buildings soon too. The City of Slater
received 2 grants for the purchase and rehabilitation of these properties. The first grant was in
the amount of $30,000 from the Story County Board of Supervisors and the other was for
$50,000 from the lowa DNR derelict building fund. These two grants will help to facilitate
acquisition, asbestos removal, tuck pointing, stabilization, and some renovation of the interior.

Keep watching...

“The only thing that is guaranteed

»
!

is change

SMALL TOWN, BIG COMMUNITY
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